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MWR hosts basketball tournament

Story and photo by Lance Cpl. Drew Hendricks
MNC-I PAO

Camp Victory’sfirstbasketball tournament
of the year kicked off with some rough and
rowdy three-on-three action, Sunday.

Seventeen teams, made up of
servicemembers and civilians from various
sections, came to battle it out for the
championship title. The teams had two
shots at staying alive. After losing twice
they were out of the running. In order to
win, the teams had to make it to 12 points
or be ahead at the end of 15 minutes.

Two teams, one ball and half a court
were all that seemed to matter, at least for
a few hours.

“We need things like this so we can
get together and get our minds off of
what’s going on in the world,” said Warren
‘Platoon Daddy’ Staples, one of the players
from the team Chosen Few. “Little breaks
like this make the work load that much
easier to handle.”

Even though the games were all about
having fun and camaraderie the teams
played as if everything was resting on the
win.

“There is a lot of fight in these guys,”
said Robert Cook, the Morale Welfare and
Recreation coordinator. “They will do
whatever they need to to get to 12 points.”

The first two games set the pace for the
rest of the tournament. The Fuops took a
flop against, Dem’Boys whose speed and
fast paced no look passes gave them the
11-8 win.

“We came out fast and hard with our
defense and slammed them,” said Malcolm
Turner, a Dem’Boys player. “A hard fast
defense keeps them off their game and
enables you to focus on your offense.”

The day waned on but the players kept
battling it out, every game more exciting
than the last. One game was a complete
blowout. The next a one point spread. As
the evening began to cool off, the final heat
of the competition fired up.

The final teams, The Double Deuce and
Point-5, set up for the championship game
just as the night set in.

The game started out point for point with
both teams evenly matched in skill and
tenacity. Point-5 took an early lead with
Quincy Richardson laying up several

see BASKETBALL, page 2

Team 15 finds permanent facility

Story and photo by Lance Cpl. Drew Hendricks
MNC-1 PAO

Team 15, Joint Center for Operational
Analysis, held a ribbon cutting ceremony in
celebration of their first permanent facility
at Camp Victory, Friday.

Team 15 supports Task Force Troy in
counter improvised explosive device
training and development, among many
other operational analyses which keep the
war fighters fighting.

Everyone involved in finding, facilitating
and bringing Team 15’s new building to
operational status was invited so Col.
Phillip R. Speake, team leader, Team 15
could honor them for their help.

Though the traditional red ribbon could
not be found, yellow caution tape served as

an adequate replacement.

“As small as this ceremony may be, it
should not discredit the fine work these
men and women put in to bringing us back
to operational status,” said Speake.

Speake and his team were literally blown
out of their old facility.

“Just last week the winds picked up and
tore the roofs right off our trailers,” said
Speake. “We were in a pretty bad spot. With
the roofs gone and the rain still coming, our
equipment was going to be ruined fast.”

With the help of fellow Soldiers and
civilians they were able to move their
equipment with minimal damage. Even
after the storm, Team 15 had to weather a
few more dark days, because now they had
to find a new home.

see HOME, page 3

Michael “Scoops” Toney, Fuops, cuts a hard
corner in order to dribble past Antonio
Freeman, Dem’Boys, putting one more point
on the board during the three-on-three bas-
ketball tournament, here Sunday.
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“After about a week of wheeling and
dealing we were able to acquire this piece
of real estate,” said Speake.

As fortunate as they were to find this
building, Speake admitted there was much
work to be done. With the help of several
different groups throughout Camp Victory
the work load was cut in half and the building
was operational in only a few days.

Groups such as the 77th Construction
Corps, a civilian contracting company from |~
Turkey, worked day and night to help in this
effort.

“Berk and his men, they turned this sow’s
ear into a silk purse for us, we could not
have done it without him,” Speake said as he
handed Berk Demir, the managing director |-
of the 77th CC, a letter of commendation.

Other groups, like the International

s

Telephone and Telegraph company, worked Col. Phillip R. Speake, second from right, members of Team 15 and those who assisted them

exceedingly long days drilling through in making their new facility habitable, prepare to cut the ribbon, officially opening the new

10-inch concrete walls to install all of the Puilding Friday.

intranet connections. Bringing the building to operational status
in only two days.

According to Speake, the quick turn around was necessary to
enable his team to get back to full operational status and get them
back in the fight.

“We have spent the last week or so getting this building ready
on top of performing our regular duties, it gets quite tiresome
after a while,” said Speake.

The JCFOA has been in the war since the beginning, rotating
teams every 90 days. These teams spend their time everywhere,
from behind the walls to outside the wire, they are constantly
working to make the war fighters life easier.

“Our job is to make sure the ones going outside the wire have

everything they need,” said Speake. “If it makes their load lighter,
keeps them going longer or keeps them safe from roadside bombs,
we are creating it or making it better.”

Even though Speake admits that his teams mission is vital, he
does not believe they are any more important than anyone else.

“This quick turn around didn’t happen because we are more
important than anyone else. It’s simply a team effort,” said
Speake. “It’s times like these when you realize there are some
things you cannot do on your own and you learn the importance
of teamwork.”

Team 15 now has a constant facility that will allow them to

constantly stay in the fight, and a reassurance in the phrase “one
team, one fight.”

Safeguarding Personal Information

for the enemy!!

SECURITY NEWS YOU CAN USE:

It’s great to get mail from home, isn’t it? All that news on what our
loved ones are doing, how much they miss us, how many of them keep
us in their thoughts and prayers...we should all enjoy the wonderful
cards, letters, and packages. But what do you do with the envelopes,
boxes, customs forms? All of these have your name and address
and the return addresses of your family and friends. In this day and
age of identity theft, we have to watch what personal information
we discard. This combat zone is no exception. None of us want our
identities stolen, and none of us want an evildoer to send official-
looking correspondence to our loved ones proclaiming that we’ve been
critically injured or worse (which happened during a previous tour).
What to do? Destroy any evidence of the FROM and TO addressees,
shred the envelopes, and shred the customs forms. Let’s make it hard

ATIPFROM THE MNC-I C2 SECURITY DIVISION
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Coalition Cafe

Breakfast 5:30 - 8:30 a.m.
Lunch 11:30 a.m. - 2 p.m.
Dinner 5:30 - 8 p.m.
Midnight Dining 11 p.m. - 1 a.m.
Sports Oasis

Breakfast 5:30 - 8:30 a.m.
Lunch 11:30 a.m. - 2 p.m.
Dinner 5:30 - 9 p.m.
Shopette

Open 24 Hours

Camp Liberty Post Exchange
Everyday 8 a.m. - 10 p.m.
Fitness Center

Open 24 Hours

Chapel (Bldg. 31)
Sunday:

Protestant Service 7 and 8:45 a.m.
Catholic Mass 10:30 a.m.
Gospel Service Noon
Mormon (LDS) 2 p.m.
Episcopal 4 p.m.

Full Life Service 6 p.m.
Saturday:

7th Day Adventist 11 a.m.
Catholic Mass 8 p.m.
Mini-Chapel (Bldg. 2)
Friday:

Jewish Service 6:30 p.m.
Eastern Orthodox services:
Saturday:

Vespers 5 p.m.

Confession 5:30 p.m.
Bible Study 7 p.m.
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The enemy regularly
changes his tactics.

SAFETY ALERT

UARTERS
MULTINATIDNAL CORPS-TRAQ
BAGHDAD, IRAQ

presents

APOAL 1332
MEMORANDUM FOR SEE DISTRIBUTION The

SUBJECT: Tplosives Safery: Claymore Mincs Amached ta US Yehicles

e
WARNING
DEATH OR SERIOUS INJURY TO SOLDIERS, OR DAMAGE
TO ARMY EQUIPVIENT WILL OCCUR [F THE INSTRUCTIONS
IN TILIS MESSAGE ARE NOT FOLLOWED

African American/Black History Month
Closing Luncheon

“Reaching Out to Youth: A Strategy for Excellence™

Claymore Mines [M18AL) installed on MNC-I vehicles is strictly prohibited. A unit wes observed

Sunday: illegally using & Claymore Mine as a standard 1T on the vehicle below. This method is torbidder! H._e

Divine Liturgy 9 am. ) o et s b s o S ey e . L ol | Location: NFL Room, Sports Oasis DFAC
Post Office Yo cccount for, adequately secure, properly uilize and employ explosive dovioes s docirinally intended. m Date & Time: Feb. 20. Noon — 1:30 pm
Monday - Friday 9 a.m. - 5 p.m. -rﬂ “_IJ ’

Saturday - 9a.m. -4 p.m. .'<' < RSVP for all 06/CSM and above NLT Feb. 18
Sunday 1 -5 p.m. > = Contact Capt. Buenaventura @ 242-0283
Golby Troop Medical Clinic r E lexie.huenaventura@iraq.centco

Sick Call Hours: g P v

Monday - Friday 7:30 a.m. - noon = ”

Saturday & Sunday 9 a.m. - noon

Dental Sick Call:

Monday - Friday 7:30 - 10:30 a.m.

Saturday 9 - 10:30 a.m.

Mental Health Clinic: Note the Claymore nine zip tied to the bumper, The blasting cap installed in

Monday _ Frlday 8am.-4:30 pm the mine and wired to the cab, Vehicle spatted in Service Members living Area.

saturday 9 a.m. - noon ENSURE WIDEST DISSEMINATION AND POST ON BULLETIN BOARDS

Post Deployment Health Briefings: A 4 %

Monday - Friday 1 p.m. ONALD M. CANMPBELL, JR

Pharmacy: iy

Monday - Friday 7:30 a.m. - noon AR NG 0 ey 85

Saturday & Sunday 9 a.m. - noon

SAFETY ALERT

POC for more information is Sgt 15t Class Rumph at 8225115
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DRIVE SAFELY !!

This driver was wearing his seat belt, driving within the speed limit and he was
in his proper lal

Victory Times is an authorized electronic publication for members of the Department of Defense. Contents of this electronic
publication are not necessarily the official views of or endorsed by the U.S. Government or the Department of
Defense. The editorial content of this publication is the responsibility of the Public Affairs Office of Multi-National Corps Iraq.

The driver of this vehicle had his life tragically altered by a reckless driver.

Don’t be the OTHER driver!!




